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10. NO NEWS

The latest change to NQ comesinthe formofa
run-down ‘eyesore’ car park. Find out what the
spot will transforminto.
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14. ART
KEVIN
BOAROMAN [

Stepinside the world of NI i
artist Kevin Boardmanto find EeE&.
out whatitmeans to be an
grtistin this current climate
and discaver a new mode of
brainstorming and thinking to
take into your own life.
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Our pick of the best
restaurant and bar deals.
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BLOCK

Spotlight on the newest businesses
opening their doorsin the Northern

Quarter.

B 18 WHATWE'RE WERRI

THIS QUARTER

Uncover what locals are wearing and why this
season with fashion influencer James Allen on

what the summer trends are.

29. WHAT'S ON

&| Acurated guide to the must-see
{ events, pop-ups, and happenings
in N[ this season.
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8 Welcome to the firstissue of The Northern Quarterly - an independnt
B is born from the streets, businesses, and stories that make this corner
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magazine dedicated to Manchester's Northern Quarter. This publication

of the city such a vibrant and creative epicentre. <

Our aim is simple: to celebrate the ethos and peaple of the N[ commu-
nity. Inside, you'll find in-depth features on local fashion, candid street
interviews, interviews with artists, food and drink highlights, and pro-
files of new independent businesses. Each article isdesigned to reveal
not just trends, but the real people and places behind them, offering
readers aninsider’s view into what makes the area unique.

Unlike mainstream guides, we don't just skim the surface; we take the
time to document genuine experiences, from the thoughtful choices
that shape what people wear to the growing art and business landscape
that kEEEIS the Quarter ever-changing. What ypu see on these pages is
the result of listening out on pavements, inside galleries, and over cof-
fee at our favourite local spots, Our focus on community stories and
visuyal storytelling comes at a time when many are seeking authenticity
and substance inlocal media. We hope that you'll see yourself reflected
in these pages, uncover something new, and joinin the ongoing narra-
tive shaping the area.

These stories are for you and about you, whether you're a lopg-time res-
ident, a creative professional, a student, orjust v151t1n%| forthefirsttime.
This is by no means a comprehensive guide; it's a starfing point, a snap-

shot, and aninvitation.

Thank you for being here at the beginning of our journey. We look for-
ward to walking thé streets together, season after season.

See youin the Quarter,

IED DENEDDIche
HONIDER & EDIPOM, DUE NoEDEEND FHHMPEN ki
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M significant regeneration projectsin the Northern Quarter's recent history—the transformation
of the multi-storey Church Street car park. Long considered an ‘eyesore’ in an otherwise vibrant ,
x| area, the 1.54-acre site will be reimagined as a mixed-use neighbourhood featuring more than 300 new i,
4 homes, of which 20% will be affordable, along with commercial units designed for independentlocal |
3 businesses and four new landscaped public spaces. The visionis to replace an outdated concrete car

park with a lively, sustainable, and inclusive urban environment that enhances the Northern Quarter’s
g unigue atmosphere, supporting its independent economy and improving the guality of public Life.
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WhyThis RedevelopmentMatters

The Church Street car park has stood for decades as a relic of post-war planning, prioritising
| cars over people, in a city centre that now values walkability, public space, and cimate-
conscious design. It has become increasingly out of step with Manchester’'s ambitions by
| replacing it with housing, green spaces, and cultural facilities; the redevelopment addresses
multiplethallenges at once: the I'|_|:|u51n%| shortage, the need for. affordable commercial
| space, the desire for more green infrastructure and the ECIEI[ of creating a pedestrian-
= friendly city centre. The strategy adopted by Manchester City Council to Ereate places where
’ h|:|u51r]§, business culture, and public space coexist in a way that enhances quality of life for
all residents, not just the most affluent.
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| Housingis central to the proposal,
/ with Manchester experiencing some
of the fastest population growth in the
UK. Demand for E1t]y centre homes has
skyrocketed, but affordable options are
" | under threat. The development will deljver
« over 300 residential units, with around B0
4 reserved as affordable housing.
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The Northern Quarter is synonymous with:
Ereahwtg, independent retail, and innovative
food and drink venues, Recognising this
lenbrpok’s FL eground floors
osmall-scale affordable commercial spaces
aimed directly at local entrepreneurs, artisans,
and startups.

.| These homes are anticipated to cater to

¥ a diverse mix of residents who have long
shaped the Northern Quarter’s cultural
identity, including young professionals
seeking proximity to the city’s workplaces,
families looking for access to central
amenities, andessential workers who often
Strug%}[e to secure affordable housingin
Manthester.
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The designs will strike a balance between
contermporary needs and herita

D | Rather than leasing to large chains, the
sensitivity, ensuring the new l:vu%ch’ngs,

A intentionis to foster a diverse mix of ‘

N,

~| architecture that defines the district.

CaLrLefuLly_E_Dnsjdered.wh1Le1nter1Dr5
| wi
- | efficiency, and natural light.

complement the Victorian and Edwardian
Brickwork scale and detailing will be

prioritise liveable [ayouts, energy

g T 5 7
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tenants, boutique retailers, specialist cafes,
| microbreweries, vintage shops, and creative
| studios that reflect the'area’s personality. This
aEFprt_]ach is designed to preserve the area’s
identity, protecting it from the homogenisation
| seeninother redeveloped districts.
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EoupNewRIbliEEauanesandGieenSpaces]

One of the most notable features of the proposal
is theintroductipn of four public squares
integrated with landscaped green spaces.ina
densSely built-up city centre, Such open areas are
rare and highly valued. These spaces will provide
residents, workers, and visitors with opportunities
torelax, socialise with friends, or attend cultural
events. Landscaping will incorporate biodiversity-
friendly planting, seating, and public art, creating
environments that are both visually appealing
and socially engaging.

Additionally, flexible community facilities are
planned, including ga[l_er_¥_ar|d event spaces that
Can accommodate exhibitions, workshops, and
performances. This ensures that the creative
community has a physical platform to showcase
its work and engage with the public.

CouncilVisionand/eadership

The Northern Quarter's allure lies inits unique
blend of Ereserved industrial architecture, vibrant
streetart, and independent storefronts. The
redevelopment will seek to blend the old with the
new, adopting design cues from the surrounding
buildings to maintain a cohesive streetscape.
Materials such as red brick and stone will echo the
nistoric warehouses, while modern glazing an

ayout flexibility will accommodate tbday’s needs.
This approach aims to create architecture that
feels authentic to the Northern Quarter, avoiding
past mistakes where new developments have
clashed with their context.

Glenbrooks Track Recu\fd

AINew,Chapter for the/Northern Quarter
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Brionitising Eﬁ_g%s%:t_l%%l?ﬁtyﬁyﬁlists and

The scheme represents a deliberate shift
away from the car-dominated planning of

the past. Where the current site pripritises
vehicle storage, the new d951%_r1 will emphasise
pedestrian movement and active travel.

_Surruunqustreets are expected tosee
improved walking routes, up%raded cycle
lanes, and enhanced connectivity to existing
public transport hubs, with a reduction in the
dominance of cars. The development aims to
Cut emissions, improve air qual1t¥. andcreatea
calmer, safer urban environment.

These changes align with Manchester’s climate
action goals, whichaim for significant carbon
reductions gver the next decade. Buildings will
be designed with energy efficiency in mind,
utilising sustainable materials wherever
possible and incorporating features such as
green rogfs, highinsulation standards, and
potentially renewable energy generation.

Eonsuliation and Eommumity,
Collaboration

A key element of the project is extensive
community engagement once legal
aﬁreemen s are finalised in summer 2025.
The council and Glenbrook willembark on

a formal consultation process, which will
include public meetings, design workshops,
and online forums where residents, local
businesses, and community organisations
canreview proposals and offerfeedback.

Theaimis toincorporate local perspectives
into the final planning submission, ensuring
that the scheme reflects the Northern
Quarter's diverse voices and addresses
potential concerns, such as gentrification,
noise, and the balance betweéen residential
and mghtlife uses.
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nthe last few months, there have been some new kids on the
block Deanao’s Bar and Restaurant on Edge Street, situated
on the same street as our beloved Ad Hac Wine ShEIi:I, has
Huick[y become a favourite spot for those looking for Italian

merican-style plates in a relaxed, low-lit environment with
the bonus of open shutters or sitting outside on the lively
street on hot summer days. Check out our Oine ‘n’ Sip section
to find the deals they have this summer.

In 2024, we saw the closure of Oisorder, a Joy Division-in-
.| spired bar on High Street known for its striking mural of Ian

| Curtis and lively basement events. However, the space is now
occupied by the popular Japanese restaurant Maki and Ra-
men, which has expanded its growing presence in the city to
theformer site.

Founded by Teddy Lee, whao trained in Tokyo to perfect the art
of ramen and sushi, Maki and Ramen offers a8 menu featur-
ing classic tonkotsu remen, sushi, steak tataki, and salmaon
miso, all servedin a vibrant setting decarated with pink cher-
ry blossoms and walls covered in customer-posted notes.

#

In other news, the pub Freemount made headlines ear-
lier this year by relocating just across the road to the old
sister venue of the infamous Hacienda nightclub, Ory Bar
on Oldham Street, that had been there [ong before the
area was deemed the Northern Quarter. After twenty eight
years standing it was first reported the longstanding joint
would turn into a boutigue hotel, but Freemount, Tun-
ning since 2017, known for its cosy, yet lively atmosphere,
bands and of course Guinness is leaving behind its green
and white tiled facade adorned with pélicans to take on
the new, larger. open brick interior with live music seven
days a week - one thing will remain however and that's the
Saturday night queues.

-’  GETBAKED

Photo: GET BAKED
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Music lovers have also found a new havenin Shoegaze Cafe, located at 108 Tib Street, run by Henry Da Massa. It opened earli-
erinthe year and is a close-knit venue that blends cafe culture with indie and alternative vinyl, hosting live sessions that cel-
ebrate local music. The placeis, unfortunately, said to be a pop-up until the right long-term tenant arrives, so head down now.

Adding even mare flavour to N{)'s evolving foodie and nightlife scene, Get Baked, an online and Leeds dessert spot, opened
its doars in March in Stevenson Square, next to the independent bookshop Unitom. Onits opening day. it gave away 1,000 free
slices of their famous cake, Bertha - 24 layers of chocolatey goodness.

Meanwhile, meet The Morris on Thomas Street, from the creators of Blinker Bar in Sﬁﬁﬂg Gardens, one of the top fifty UK
cocktail bars. This new pub-meets-cocktail bar, which combines traditional charm with madern vibes, has quickly become a
welcoming haunt for locals. Downstairs, you will find a pruﬁer local pub, while upstairs is an BOs-inspired cocktail bar. With a
carefully curated drinks menu SE‘FWHH the likes of @ ‘Manchester Tart’ and unique snacks to find on the bar, like Pepperamis
and bags of Skips. The Morris perfectly complements the neighbourhood’'s mix of old and new, offering a convivial spot to
unwind after a long dayinthe city.
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“Manchester has needed a venue like this for a while, you'd imagine it was in
London or Amsterdam or Berlin”

Upon gearing up for 8 summer’s m'%h_t out in NOJ, you are in-
undated with options for places to drink, as is the case with
the whole of Manchester. In a city where chain bars and ge-
neric clubs are a stone’s throw away, the Northern Quarter’s
nightlife sceneis more than just alcohol and chart music - it's
a place to support your local BJs and bands and to embrace
the area’s unigue sense of community. A nightlife overview
from Mancunian Matters describes the NOJ as “perhaps the
most fashionable district in Manchester” and notes its aEpeaL
to students and y|:1|_|r[|jg EFEIfE'SS]CIﬂE![S for its “unconventional
bars”andindie record stores.

Among the newest additions to this dynamic scene is Renae,
located at 45-47 Thomas Street. Renae transcends the typical
bar; it is @ music-led venue that blends a sophisticated, mod-
ern atmosphere with top-tier sound.

Local O0J, producer, and label owner Lewis Ashley is a prominent ﬁq_—l
ure in NOJ's electronic music scene, known for his sets at venues suc
as Eastern Bloc and his record label, Between the Walls. He recently
hrnu?ht his unigue sensibilities to Renae. As Ashley articulates, “Man-
chester has needed a venue like this for a while, you'd imagine it was
in London or Amsterdam or Berlin whilst you're in there” Ashley de-
scribes that the moment guests step inside, they are enveloped by an
aura created bY the ceiling mood lighting and the signature red glow
castupon a wall of vinyl, transporting them to a distinct realm.

Renae's commitment to quality extends toits technical specifications.
Ashley praises its “clean, dense sound systemn, which instantly sets it
aﬁart from your average bar” He highlights the rare in-house ‘Alpha
Theta' ratary mixer, ca mF it “a very codl and unigue selling point to
0Js” and notes, “You would struggle to find that in-house anywhere”
This attention to detail, coupled with a flexible approach to mixing for-

mats—"The subtle emphasis on mixing vinyl records but not limited to
is refreshing, allowing OJs to mix whatever format they want, allawing
more comfort when performing” —solidifies Renae’s appeal. For Ash-

ley. it's clear: “It's definitely my favourite venue I've played this year!”

Photo: Lewis Ashley in Renae/ Credit: L.C Studios

Not far from Renae, Voyeur is also making substantial waves Emsezursémgntglf"jtlgﬁggdnégrghlg][%gchrtimggvgntghegﬁﬁgmaal;%g_

in the NQ. This post-punk BOs-inspired cocktail bar on Oldham - :
Streetis IZ]WI'IEIth]y thpe same ’EEEII'I'IptIEhﬂ'IEI Behind Closed Doors pmsticated Northern Quarter experience.

BCD),_another renowned debauched-style cocktail spot in the ;

[area.] The staff have even told us that tllllere is 3 d15c?eet pas- \é\ém%?da%#%jn? ?%VSUV%EEC DVrEnR/aé%%[rDEEtenhauet, |Bk?.|r|:[]jv\5]?|_:§
sage connecting the back rooms of Voyeur and BCO, linking the managers there, and the smount of effart they put into
two venues behind the scenes. their thinks is just as much as us. They've seen fhe tre-

. . L gtion of Voyeur, and I've seen the creation of Renae. 5o
Voyeur draws inspiration from 1980 Jspanese voyeuristic | | fom the outside, very different, but the same amaount of

hotography, most notably the work of Kohei Yoshiyuki, and ; "
Eeatur%z. l|§||:|¥r1"_=.l'| interiors émhelh’ghed with risque halzack—and— effortand hard work goesinto both venues:

white images by artists such as DOavid Hockney and Malerie New kids on the block Renae and Vaveur exemplify that
Marder. The cocktail menu is presented like afhutugraphy the district's nightlife thrives on Dr¥g1néhty, Chmmun-
book, with creative, theatrical drinks such as the Kaleidoscope ty connection, and musical excellence, ensuring that a

of Lies (a layered pifa colada with strawberry daiquiri foam) - : ; : : -
and The Voyeur (8 coriander-infused tequila drink with herb- wgr'?geu'{c';}nhtehyen,’;ldujﬁftldvvr?%ﬁ;n1mmEFSWE cultural expe
al punch and savoury character). Monthly SJ[3E’E1EI|.S range from ' '

layful concoctions, such as The Breakfast Club - inspired by

ucky Charms and chai latte - to inventive takes on classic cock-
tails. Voyeur's ambiance is further enhanced by moody marble
lamps and a vintage green disco ball, creating a dark and inti-
mate environment.

Jack Gordon, Voyeur's I%]Eﬂeral manager, explains the bar's ap-
peal: "I think Voyeur adds a lot to the Northern Quarter because
with the business on Oldham Street, it's a nice getaway from all
the chaos. Quite hidden relaxed, and chill compared to all the
bars like BCD, NoHo, and even Stevenson Square in general. So
yeah, a nice little escape”

e
gﬁ
——

He also highlights Vayeur's role in raising the bar for the area:
“Northern Duarter's great for its multi-style, EdEﬂV bars, but peo-
ple forget that there are really good cocktail places here. Voy-
eur,same as Evelyn's, is bringing a bit more class to the area”

Between Thursday and Sunday, OJs spin vinyl with selections
from icons like Talking Heads and The Cure, reinforcing the
bar's decadent, artyidentity.
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anchester 5 NU isanarea f1lled w1th creatwes
street art, and galleries such as ESER
n Contemporary and Saanl [one of Kevin's personal
vy favourites]. Kevin Boardman is an artist and designer
iving in Ng who has built his practice here an
Li NQ who has built hi ticeh d
“—~across the globe. Through partnerships with local
@_/ venues, site-specific installations, and collaborative
= wnrkshups his career reflects and contributes to the
- participatory, grassroots ethos that defines the area.
2)

* |From exhibitions at iconic places like Afflecks Palace
and Islington Mill to educational communities across
Manchester, Kevin's projects embody the interplay of
art, place, and community.

|In this &R, we step inside his work and also his
perspective on what life is like as an artist here and in
, the North. On the following pages, we explore one of
Kevin's newest projects, the Art Kit, which can help us
N=think more laterally in our own lives.
@r =
yeu deserbha

(1%
.//)) My practice explores alternative modes of thinking

g and creation by reinventing spaces, objects, and
situations. Atits core, my work stems from an interest
in objects. | enjoy exploring new interventions,
speculations, and possibilities. For me, processes and
collaboration—such as mind mapping, drawing, and
. |30 methods—are essential.

hy.nhhﬂﬂl_l-._lly
pantnegwithz)
| don't have a fixed methodology for choosing
partners. Sometimes, an open call from a gallery
lorarts organisation inspires me to getinvolved,
_@) particularly when | feel my body of work or ideas
= [align with theirs.Other times, it happens through
conversations with fellow artists, from which new
ideas emerge and evolve into warks.

L ﬂmhw-mm
mm_ﬁu

Sml:e my time as a student, | have exhibited in
Manchester at venues such as YardsaleMCR, Rfflecks
F'a[ace Seesaw Gallery, Islington Mill, and Rir Gallery.
In these exhibitions, | have created artworks and

(( [interactive pieces that invite the audience to engage
in creative and critical ways.

%
=
| have also participated in community arts projects,

including one at The Horsfall in the Northern Quarter,

where lwas 1nv1ted to create a space for artistic
engagement during the Future Is Ours festival.
Collaborating with the charity, | planned workshops
that allowed young people to draw, paint, and express
themselves, providing support during the challenges
of the COVIO-13 pandemic.

Nt )

Additionally, | collaborated with Bury Council and
urban designers at Standard Practice, a Manchester-

based design firm, to explore the significance D,

of Whitefield town. | delivered workshops and 2 ‘

created artworks designed to facilitate community

discussions, designinitiatives, and ideas for the

town's future. ‘

Endfmaintaininolalconnectionitoyeuglocal e
-

That's 8 good question. It really depends on my %

workload. Sometimes | have periods of inactivity, =7

which allows me time to develop my practice and

engage with other artists in Manchester. | view \ q

these inactive times as opportunities to explore new |,

connections and ideas; | meet up with others and = ‘

often go on aimless walks to talk, draw, and reflect.

However, when I'm actively working on overseas
projects—like | am currently—I use that time to
document my experiences and share them with a
local saudience. | also leverage these experiences to
contribute to education by delivering workshops and
lectures to students.

\WhenelisyoufaveugitelagispacejinlNaandiwhyz

My favourite art space is Saanl. | have attended many
exhibitions there, and what | appreciate most is the
diverse range of work and artists. The combination

of established artists and new emerging talents
fosters new connections and conversations about the
evolving arts practices in Manchester.

\Whatehallenges]dojyoulfacelasialcieativelinkthel
Nogth?

| struggle to balance my arts practice with non-arts
employment, while also seeking grants and open
calls.

Wihatiadvicelwouldlyeulgiveltolemenginolantists)
hopinojtolbuilds]careeginlVianchestes

Oon't give up! Build your network and take your time
developing your practice.

At )
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Above: Workshop at 16th 5AR International Conference on Artistic Research / Credit: Kevin Boardman
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What if the whiteb
wall, but walkedin

[

One of Boardman's rnclstmtrigum% Eru'ects, which he trials in

Manchester and globally, is the ‘Art Kit - an idea that breathes
new life into_one of the most overlooked staples of class-
rooms and offices. We usually encounter whiteboards as stiff
rectangles: chilly, gleaming surfaces where experts lecture,
managers brainstorm, or teachers instruct. They've long been
symbols of hierarchy - one person writing, others watching.

l

Beneath the playful exterior runs a3

|
2t

thoughtful investigation. The project
taps into the long ineage of reusable
mark-making surfaces: chalkboards,
whiteboards, and blackboards. These
tools have not only shaped the way we
think, teach, and plan for generations,
but have also drawn invisible lines of
power - deciding who gets to write and
who is erased. Despite their cultur-
al significance, their design has re-
mained stubbornly unchanged for de-
cades, still confined to flat rectangles
onwalls.

‘| However, in this project, the whiteboard slips off

the wall and onto the body. Think vests, bags, and
accessories that double as writable surfaces
- 8n Art Kit you can wear, carry, and share. Sud-
denly, the body itself becomes a site for ideas,
exchange, and participation. A casual conver-
sation can turn 1nto a doodling session:; 3 Eroup
brainstorm can take a new form. The whiteboard
is no longer a tool of control, but a catalyst for
collaboration.

By turning the whiteboard into wearable, three-dimensional
forms, the project unsettles these conventions. It asks: what
happens when mark-making surfaces aren't static, but mo-
bile? When they don't belong to the front of the room, but to

everyoneinit?

Ultimately, the ‘Art Kit"is more than clothing or
accessories. It is an act of reclaiming the ev-
eryday, daring us to wonder what else the or-
dinary can become. It reminds us that even the
most familiar tools can be transformed, and
that sometimes, the plainest surface can ig-
nite the boldestideas.
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/ The Northern Quarter blecl crat11ty and charall:ter and

nothing captures its energy guite like the style found on

/ b4 itsvibrant streets. To discover what people are actually

wearing this quarter, we teamed up with fashion content
creator James Rllen who lives and breathes the aesthetlc

A
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“|Photo credit: James FIUE/'I ii‘i.:



[Above: Adidas Superstar Il Shoes)
Photo credits: Jarmes Allen
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[Above: Studio Evira Zip Up Jacket)
Photo credits: James Allen

N0 & Ancoats fashion content creator James Allen tells

all about street styles latest trends and influencer life...

U eEEERRURWHIEEL  eccentric styles and colours. This

H ld S Ehib ekt i
\Ililﬁllartihern lElualr’c.F_'r'\.ﬁI

| WDLIJ_EEI describe the stylein the
Northern Quarter to be quite
varied in terms of characteristics
and personality. Everyone's

style is ingividual to themselyes,
whether that's seeing 3 lot of
fasnionistas wearing the [atest

gorpcore or something more
grungy.

manketihene

Personally, my favourite shpps to

find the type of clothes I'm drawn

towards are HIP or vintage Tolk,

which arrange events every mpnth

for peopletosh ﬁ]_l\_/mtage and
ng.

second-hand clo

i

e fashion trend I've seen that
interestedinis the use of bold,

0
|l

33

summer has been the summer of
colour.

Life as aninfluencer is not
anytning out of the ordinary. | don't
really sée myself as one. | justlove
goj [%Dut ang taking photds of my
outhit and uploaoing them online.
| feel like it shows my personality
and freedom with how | dress and

how my life actually is

\Whati tipfoRsame
Wﬁarﬁﬁg
ne F

To dress like a local in the NO,

youU just need tpo express yourself

witi whatever feels rightto

you. Hairstyles, clothes and

anything that feels nght are the

key moments of self-expression.

Everyone in N[J has their own

ymigue personality and style, and

%hat is what sets this place apart
rom the restl
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Denim on denim
tre stage here. layered
acinemati tennis

takes cen

and styled across
court backdrop.The washed blues and loose
fit nod to '90s streetwear, while the repitition
frame highlights the playful.

mes' style. 5een widely

nfident,it's 3 look

of posesin the
perfnrmative side of Ja
around NQ and casual,yetco

that proves even the most familiar staples

canbe remixed into gomething

fresh.

Photo credit: James Allen &
? 7
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Photo credit: James Allen &

leans inta Northern
Quarter street sensibilities with
wide-leg utility trousers paired with g
paired with a black graphic tee. The patterned
beanie and monochrome trainers tie the look
together, mixing function and flair. It's a style that

feels just as at home ralling through the city

on a bike as it does standing still - casual,

effortless, but always intentional,



MANGHESTER

Est 1885 Bespoke Framers
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This look captures

James' take on everyday

i minimalism: a crisp white long sleeve
. - paired with olive cropped trousers and
clean trainers. The neutral cap and crossbody
bag keep the outfit grounded, perfect for
¥ slipping between café stops and backstreet
s;.;' ¥ wanderings. A relaxed summer uniform
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e ae uarter is so enslve Can I go
some where else?”

strict's best-kept secrets? The impressive selection of food and drink

deals makes sampling the best of the NQJ as affordable as it is flavourful. Few places in Man-

chester’s city centre capture the independent and multicultural food culture guite Like the North-

ern Quarter. Tucked between the elegant highrises of the city centre and the calm canalside of

Ancoats, the NO is a hive of originality when it comes to matters of the tastebuds. Vibrant, ev-

er-changing, and fiercely local, it's the kind of community where every corner offers a new culi-
nary experience and no two visits are ever the same.

he Northern Quarter [%]ets a bad rap for being an expensive area, but could these deals be
some of the beloved di

By day, the Quarter is calm and cafe-filled, rnakin% it an ideal spot for coffee, brunch, and lunch-
time fuel. By night, it takes on an electric vibe, with Tate-night bars, live OJs, and neon-Lit alleyways
waiting for visitors. For example, consider Chakalaka. From boerewors to bunny chow, this restau-
rant on Oldham Street serves some of Manchester's most inventive South African dishes at the
moment. Lr'E]LIIjQEt great value for your mune}y when you combine their weekday 50% off main
courses [Monday through Wednesday) with 2-for-£11 cocktails until 7 pm., especially when the at-
mosphereis as lively and friendly as the menu is daring. P.S. Check out the new fancy outdoor pub

| garden style seatingarea, as we know it's hard to find @ good sunspot for you and your mates.

A short distance across Stevenson Square, BAB NO offers Mediterranean-inspired gourmet ke-

babs in a sleek, contemporary setting. For those who want high-quality, quick, casual food that

doesn't taste like @ compromise, their£10 weekday lunch deal, whichis available from 12 to 3 pm,
| includes 8 main course and a side dish - perfect for that midday work pick up.

Character and savings are popping
off on Thomas Street Cane and Grain
offers 50% off of everything on Mon-
days, including giant burgers and sticky
ribs. The same is true at the nearby Bay
Horse Tavern, one of Manchester's best
cuntem;f:lclrary pubs, which offers half-
priced fare on Wednesday across its
notewaorthy British pub menu.

Another chic Thomas Street location,
Smithfield Social, dazzles with 50% off

o wine on Wednesdays and half-priced food
every Tuesday. It's Eerfect for low-key date
nights or midweek meetings because of
its sleekinteriors and laid-back decor,

When moving along Thomas Street, it's

difficult to top Wolf at the Door for those

looking for reasonably priced bites all

week [ong. The favourite, which is well-

known forits creative street cuisine and

relaxed atmosphere, serves £1 tacos

and bao buns every Tuesday. On week-

_ days, they also offer after-work drinks
i - specials, mc[udmg[EB burgers and don-
N , buribowls, from 3to 7 p.m.

Above: Elnecot




Above: The Firehouse

Want to impress that Hinge date? Or maéhE you have a birthday EDFmﬂF up? A tasty two-
" course lunchis available Monda thrDuquh aturday at the TNQ Restaurant, [ocated on the out-
| skirts of the district L[Hi h Street{ for £71. This is 8 more upscale option but still very accessi-

ble. Dishes include starters such as marmite-glazed Scottish mackerel, mains like roast fillet
of sea bream, and sumptuous sides in the form of truffle cauliflower cheese. Want to take it up
a notch? Happz Monday, and Thirsty Thursday includes three courses and ‘unlimited wine’ for

| £47.50! Try the French white, Villa Blanche, Grenache Rose, Pays d'Oc, for pale notes of pome-
| granate, pear, peach, and apple this summer.

Crazy Pedro’'s, Manchester's ode to late-night pizza and party vibes, must be mentioned
when d1.5cu551n% Northern Quarter’s bargains. For a quick lunch, their “Slice Club” lunch spe-
cial, whichincluges two slices and a drink for £8, isideal. With £12 full pies, £2.50 pizza slices,
and 2{j—fur-£l2 cocktails during happy hours [5-3 pm) in the evening, the atmosphere picks up
speed.

Maricarmen, also known as EL Tableg, is a distinctive Spanish tapas experience in which food

'] is brought round the tables on boards and chosen as it's served. It's an interactive, social din-

| ing experience that doesn't require ordering. At the end, they'll count how many tapas boards/

| plates are onyourtotal bill. Each and every plateis available all da¥, Muﬂdagthruu Wednes-

| day, and during lunch [12-4 pm) on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, forjust £3.50! With a vouch-

. | er,you can even enjoy 8 10% discount on the lunch menu, making it more affordable than ever
to savor authentic [berian flavorsin the NQ.

Don't miss one of the best midweek events in the Northern Quarter: The Firehouse on Swan
Street hosts its Supper Club every Wednesday and Thursday from 4to 10 p.m., with £14 dishes
and £6 margaritas throughout the evening. In a relaxed, candlelit setting, this vibrant event
serves up traditional and unigue wood-fired plates. Supper Club offers value and a reason
to get together with friends in style, makma it1deal for impromptu get-togethers. No reserva-
tions are required, and the menuis updated every week.

Happy graduation, everyone! In celebration of those graduating this summer, Elnecot, locat-
edgust outside the NQ in Ancoats, is giving graduates and their tables 25% off the total bill
To take advanta%}e of the discount, simply include “GRAD” in the booking comments Monday
through Friday. [t's an excellent reason for recent graduates to share tasty in-season meals
with loved ones, adding a little extra specialness toa milestone meal.

This summer, when you want to explore Manchester’s Northern Quarter with your mouth-first
and one of your mates saysit's too expensive, don't forget this guide. Withiits varied menus, in-
dependentvenues, and special offers nearly every day of the week, the N demonstrates that
excellent taste doesn't have to be expensive.
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